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[ ]1. & Gorman recently employed nt the Dessau (i 52/& 06)
alrficld said thaot 30 Jet fighters, 50 conventional
fighters ond sbout 1,500 soviet Alr TJorce itroops wers
25X1 stationed at the field in lote lreh 1950 (1).
[:::] 2, 7The field vwas observod between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. on
27 April 195p. It became overcast and ralned leter.
ibout 49 Jot fighters and 20 conventlonsl fighters
were pnrked nt the fleld. The jet planes practiced
fiying betweon 1¢ and 11:30 a.m. They were refueled
fronm four or five tonk trucks on the southern edpe ‘
of the field and were then towed to the western end of the
runwny by four-wheel tractors. Yrucks, apporently not
eaulpped with generstors for starting airerarli, were
permonently parked south of the teke~off polnt.
There was a sudden noise from the T
plones eud 1ight swoke emerged Irom the alr exhaust.(4) .
The alreralt taxied Lo the runway without the use of
25X1 sround equipment and then took off. (8).

3. Twenty=tio jeot fighters took olf from the airfield
on ¢ 4prll 1950, one close behind the other, in rainy
weather. They practlced formation flying,then landed
individuclly at intervals of about 5¢0 meters.

4, Therc was no flying between 21 and 23 ipril 195¢
dure t0 bad weathor. Twanty=-two jet fighters, sbout
twenty single-engiine fighters end two biplanes were
seen at thd fleld.
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Tour jet fighters, spoorently an slerted unit,
were nerked near the £licht contrel station on
the southern edse of the field on 25 'nrlil

195y {5). They were ready to take oif with a
pneunntic starter. (4). |

[$he conventional
flahters and at leust 2¢ Jjet fihters, covered
with teorpaulins, were purked in the airoralt
revebnonts on the eastern edze of the Field. | '

There vmas no flyinsg ot the icld on 39 pril 1950.
The Tolloving ailrveralt were Dorked theres 18 swedte
back wing figbters =»nd 17 conventional righters,
all covered ° 1th t-rpaulins, 9 gray Jet fighters
vith streight winge, two biplanes, 8 swepb~back
wing Jet {ishters ond ¢ conventional fighters,

the latter tvwo srouns ready to take off,

| lcouments .11 three[_____ Jagree on the

|Ccmment: [

oceupation of the airfield by Jot alreralt and
convenbional fighters. This was slso confirmed

| & fighter repinent is assumed

to be stationed In Dessau. .S the nuaber of con-
ventlonal Tighters a-prerently has been recently
reduced 1% Is assumed thst sons of then were shipped
awey.

The follocwin~® Teatures however arc

noteworthy: lhe uircrsft hove the eir ine

take covered ith e red 1id, nose vheel retracting
rearward, entrence into pilot’s gest from the lers
side by & ladéer, fuel inlet on usper side of fuse=
lage in ebout the miadle betvieen lendlng spnd troil-

ing edges oi vingg|
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Comment: Jsrom the inforuation on the

storting of Jet aireralt it ccn be concluded
thet the planes are started in two different
ways: wither by a pnewmwmtic starter or by a
starter 1itted inside the plane.

{5} | |Comment; Noteworthy 18 the infornantion

that a number of Jet airersft apparently were ner-
manently ready to tske of'f in case of alert as
observed at the <erbst airfield. It is not known
whether such alerted units are at all airfields
occupied by fighters.
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